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These numbers pertain to the Asian offices of these firms. Australia and New Zealand not included.

208 20 ToTAL TOTAL  TOTALNO.
RANK  RANK  FIRM HEADQUARTERS  prpTNERS  ASSOCIATES OF LAWYERS

BAKER MCKENZIE Us. 304 585 989
LINKLATERS UK 72 276 381
CLIFFORD CHANCE UK 84 233 355
ALLEN & OVERY UK 65 184 320
TAYLOR WESSING UK 114 163 292
DLA PIPER UK/US. 9 189 246
HERBERT SMITH FREEHILLS UK/AUSTRALIA % 242
MAYER BROWN Us. 131 230
ASHURST UK 160 208
HOGAN LOVELLS UK/US. 115 206
STEPHENSON HARWOOD UK 1 199
MORRISON & FOERSTER Us. 132 190
WITHERSWORLDWIDE UK 103 17
NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT UK 125 m
SIDLEY AUSTIN Us. 58 164
EVERSHEDS SUTHERLAND n 161
WHITE & CASE us. g7 157
ASIA TOP 50 2019 JONES DAY Us. 62 162
MORGAN LEWIS & BOCKIUS Us. 65 7
KIRKLAND & ELLIS Us. 62 143

FRESHFIELDS BRUCKHAUS DERINGER UK 61 142
LATHAM & WATKINS us. 105 135
K&L GATES us. 69 132

REED SMITH Us. 76 129
BIRD &BIRD UK 84 123

HFW UK 60 m
SKADDEN ARPS SLATE MEAGHER & FLOM Uus. 81 110
DAVIS POLK & WARDWELL Us. 12 108

SIMMONS & SIMMONS UK 20 98

WATSON FARLEY & WILLIAMS UK 43 93
PINSENT MASONS UK 58 92
CMS UK/GERMANY 63 88
SQUIRE PATTON BOGGS Uus. 39 83

CLYDE &CO Us. 16 81

KENNEDYS UK 53 81
SHEARMAN & STERLING us. 57 19
ROPES & GRAY Us. 57 9

SIMPSON THACHER & BARTLETT Us. 64 77
O'MELVENY & MYERS Us. 22 69

RESEARCH BY DUANE MORRIS & SELVAM Us. 30 68
ASIAN LEGAL BUSINESS PAUL HASTINGS Us. 30 64
ORRICK HERRINGTON & SUTCLIFFE UK 37 59

INCE UK 18 59

BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER Us. 21 55

GIBSON DUNN & CRUTCHER Us. 28 52

MILBANK TWEED HADLEY & MCCLOY Us. 20 51

CLEARY GOTTLIEB STEEN & HAMILTON UK 38 51

SLAUGHTER & MAY UK 38 50

KING & SPALDING Us. |

PAUL WEISS RIFKIND WHARTON & GARRISON Us. 38

TEXT BY
ELIZABETH BEATTIE
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TOP 50 DOMESTIC LAW FIRMS COVER STORY
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37 ALLEN & GLEDHILL SINGAPORE 182 363 549
MORI HAMADA & MATSUMOTO JAPAN 140 330 529
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| THTRE - Overall the Asian Legal Business
ANDERSON MORI & TOMOTSUNE JAPAN 147 267 504 International Top 50 numbers show
TMIASSOCIATES JAPAN 108 313 492 more of a picture of stability than of
VT LAW FIRM CHINA 202 286 489 tumult. Despite the usual poaching,
NAGASHIMA OHNO & TSUNEMATSU JAPAN 122 289 468 expansion of the Big Four’s legal
KOREA 194 263 465 services aggressively pushing into
| AZBGPARTNERS @ mNOm 104 358 482 the market and rising alternative legal
| KNGECAPTALLAWFRM  CHNA 120 31 4s1 service providers, traditional law firms
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were able to hold their ground, and
many of their staff, this year.

Once again Magic Circle firms
dominated the top spots. In the interna-
tional table, Baker McKenzie retained
its number one spot for the second
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KOREA 201 239 440
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JUNZEJUN LAW OFFICES CHINA 103 321 430
YOON & YANG KOREA 115 308 423
EAST & CONCORD PARTNERS CHINA 17 305 422
NEW 50 KINGSBRIDGE LAW FIRM CHINA 68 333 401

P
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208 209 TOTAL TOTAL  TOTALNO.
RANK  RaNk  FIRM HEADQUARTERS  pnRrNERS  ASSOCIATES  OF LAWYERS
1 — YINGKE LAW FIRM CHINA 838 7064 7902 fl—
) n DENTONS DACHENG CHINA 4359 6254
“ ALLBRIGHT LAW OFFICES CHINA 672 2018 2772
|| DEHENGLAW OFFICES CHINA 695 1809 2504 MUCH LIKE ITS PRECEDING
U0 GRANDALLLAWFIRM CHINA 762 1623 2375 YEAR, 2019 MARKED
1 KINGEWOOD MALLESONS CHINA/AUSTRALIA 1482 1869
- ANOTHER TUMULTUOUS
_ BELJING DHH LAW FIRM CHINA 131 1327 1828
L ZHONG VINLAWFIRM CHINA 312 1284 1596 AND POLITICALLY CHARGED
© 1 ZHONGLUNWED LAW FIRM CHINA 610 784 1394 YEAR FOR ASIA. PROTESTERS
10 (0| ZHONG LUNLAWFIRM CHINA 309 979 1288
1[0 LONGANLAWFIRM CHINA 2 899 127 MARCHED IN INDONESIA
15 n TAHOTA LAW FIRM CHINA 350 857 1223 FOLLOWING ITS GENERAL
2 | KIMECHANG KOREA 180 808 988 ELECTION; IN HONG KONG,
[0 HYLANDSLAWFIRM CHINA M 701 o7
18 |1 GUANGDONG GUANGHE LA FIRM CHINA 23 636 929 THE CITY’'S “SUMMER OF
13 n JINCHENG TONGDA & NEAL LAW FIRM CHINA 290 618 910 PROTEST” HAS CONTINUED
HANSHENG LAW OFFICES CHINA 216 687 903
32 |1 DUANG DUANLAWFIRM CHINA 230 568 900 INTO AUTUMN, AND U.S.-
16 0| HIWAYSLAWFIRM CHINA 180 572 894 CHINA TRADE RELATIONS
|0 BEUINGKANGDALAWFIRM CHINA 140 729 869 cONTINUETOIEEIE
17 n TIANTAI LAW FIRM CHINA 268 515 796
20 |2 CYRILAMARCHAND MANGALDAS INDIA 130 620 750 THROUGHOUT IT, ALL LAW
20 |l GUANTAD LAW FIRM CHINA 21 516 745 FIRMS, FOR THE MOST
30 |0 HUIYELAWFIRM CHINA 162 556 728
- PART, HAVE SUCCEEDED IN
22 [ L1 | SICHUAN MINGIU LAWFIRM CHINA 81 642 e
2 “ ETR LAW FIRM CHINA 168 543 718 MANAGING TO KEEP THEIR
19 JUNHELLP CHINA 184 511 14 HEADCOUNTS STEADY
28 | L RAHETANN SINGAPORE 234 451 685
45 | L1 | ZHONGWEN LA FIRM CHINA 259 3T 663 AGAINST A BACKDROP OF
2 “ LEEGKO KOREA 215 430 645 UNCERTAINTY.
20 |l KHATANGCO INDIA 131 497 645
25 |0 BAEKIMBLEE KOREA 21 383 641
40 |5 CHINACOMMERCIALLAW FIRM CHINA 144 468 612
21 [ 10| NISHIMURAG ASAHI JAPAN 149 403 606
3 “ SHARDUL AMARCHAND MANGALDAS INDIA 118 476 594
49 |00 TIANYUANLAWFIRM CHINA 140 427 567 | NI [H N M | u N A I_ I: | HMS
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COVER STORY

year in a row, slightly upping its head-
count from last year. It was a big year
for the firm, which elected its Hong
Kong head as global chair, while also
expanding its presence in Singapore
with new hires.

Meanwhile, Linklaters shot up from
third to second place, with a total lawyer

headcount of 381, up from 334 last year.
Allen & Overy secured fourth place,
up from fifth last year. This year A&O
broke ground when the firm advised
Hong Kong on its first green bond issu-
ance. Agnes Tsang in the firm’'s Hong
Kong office and Alex Stathopoulos in
its Singapore office led the team.

There was also movement else-
where. Mayer Brown and Ashurst both
climbed in the rankings to #8 and #9
respectively. Morrison & Foerster also
sailed up the table, swapping 13 for 12.
The firm has continued its Asia expan-
sion with a flurry of hires, most recently
Nicholas Sheets from Kirkland & Ellis.

200 oo oL ToL ToTAL A oL ToL oL
RANK PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS RANK PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS
0 KINGBWOOD MALLESONS 39 165 205 " BAKERMCKENZE 15 81 146
0| mavERBROWN 1 122 183 1| MORRISONE FOERSTER 33 81 114
0| UmKLATERS 2 118 168 1| WTEGCASE 1 2 1
| BAKERMCKENZE 50 81 159 ||| CLIFFORD CHANCE 7 2 15
1| cLIFFORD CHANCE M % 153 | LINKLATERS 9 3 £
© | KRKLNDGELLS 40 50 10 | HoGANLOVELLS 7 2 4
ALLEN & OVERY 2 3 102 SQUIRE PATTON BOGGS 12 13 3
© 1| HERBERT SMITH FREEHILLS 2 M % Y 7 8 30
| smLEvAusTIN 18 29 % © 1| HERBERT SMITH FREEHILLS § 2 2
© | STEPHENSON HARWOOD 2 56 9 " [l | ORRICKHERRINGTON § SUTCLIFFE 8 ] %
| DAVISPOLK G WARDWELL 1 59 8 * [l | FRESHFIELDS BRUCKHAUS DERINGER § 12 2
" 1| NORTONROSE FULBRIGHT 2 59 79 1| oupieeR 4 19 2
| Reeoswm 2% 45 70 1| ALLENGOVERY 5 ] 2
|| SKADDEN ARPS SLATE MEAGHER & FLOM 10 18 70 | AsHuRsT 4 16 2
* | FRESHFIELDS BRUCKHAUS DERINGER 19 ") 68 L whes 9 9 18
| LATHAME WATKINS 2 38 67 © 1| SIMPSON THACHER & BARTLETT 3 13 16
ASHURST 5 51 86 SHEARMAN & STERLING 5 9 14
© 1| EVERSHEDS SUTHERLAND 18 28 62 | SIDLEAuSTIN 2 4 1
| wHeRs 16 45 62 | LATHAM S WATKINS 6 7 10
L o 27 13 56 |l ROPESHGRAY 4 6 10

2019 FIRM TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL 2019 FIRM TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL

RANK PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS RANK PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS
C oescons 53 167 284 C NsHMURAG ASA 133 346 528
“ LI G PARTNERS 9 88 97 n ANDERSON MORI & TOMOTSUNE 147 27 504
“ WOO KWAN LEE L0 40 43 83 n NAGASHIMA OHNO & TSUNEMATSU 10 283 432
n HWB % 56 81 n MORI HAMADA & MATSUMOTO 114 248 403
“ STEVENSON, WONG & CO. 13 2 57 “ TMI ASSOCIATES 126 348 391
“ PC.WOD G CO. 1 30 50 “ CITY-YUWA PARTNERS 58 78 158
WILKINSON & GRIST % 17 49 ATSUMI & SAKAI 7 55 152
“ ONC LAWYERS 13 29 48 “ OH-EBASHILPC & PARTNERS 62 64 143
“ GALLANT 16 1 3 “ KITAHAMA PARTNERS 3 2 89
“ ROBERTSONS 1 18 37 “ NAKAMURA & PARTNERS 2 3 7
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But some firms did drop. The
biggest fall came from Norton Rose
Fulbright, originally ranking eighth,
now 14, meanwhile, Shearman &
Sterling moved from 34 down to 36,
after losing six lawyers in Asia over
the year.

The legal services market in China
continues to flourish, and unsurpris-
ingly, China law firms once again
dominated the domestic table. When
it comes to headcount, China firms
are near impossible to rival, and with
domestic clients valuing advice from
legal teams with a high level of cultural
literacy, firms with the scale to offer
well-rounded services and the knowl-
edge to navigate cross-jurisdiction work
are thriving.

Yingke Law Firm retained its top
spot once again this year with 7902

SOUTH KOREA
AL PARTNERS  ASSOCINTES  LAWYERS
KIM & CHANG 180 808 988
BAE KIM & LEE 21 383 641
LEE G KD 212 a7 629
SHIN & KIM 190 253 451
YULCHON 199 229 428
YOON & YANG 13 300 413
BARUN LAW 104 % 202
JIPYONG 54 68 202
DR AJU 99 il 176
HWANG MOK PARK a 73 120

lawyers — and the Beijing firm has its
eye on continued expansion. In August
it reached a preliminary MoU with YKR
Law to establish a new legal practice
in the U.S., as its international pres-
ence swells. Yingke's mammoth scale
- boasting 64 domestic branches and

providing legal services throughout
55 countries through its member firm
alliance — make it a tough operation to
beat. Yingke was followed by Dentons
Dacheng and AllBright Law Offices
with headcounts of 6254 and 2772,
respectively.

KOREA'S PREMIER LAW FIRM

KIM & CHANG

Delivering change | Passion for excellence | Global reach

WWW.LEGALBUSINESSONLINE.COM

www.kimchang.com
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Joint China-Australia head-
quartered operation King & Wood
Mallesons moved up the ranks from
seventh position to sixth, while Beijing
DHH Law Firm moved from eighth to
seventh.

Several firms from other jurisdic-
tions did make an appearance in the
tables, among the top 30 were Cyril
Amarchand Mangaldas of India, Rajah
& Tann of Singapore and Lee & Ko of
Korea.

This year also saw three new
entrants to the domestic table:

HanSheng Law Offices, Beijing Kangda
Law Firm, and Kingsbridge Law Firm,
all headquartered in China.

Hong Kong's international law firm’'s
rankings have jumped around some-
what this year. King & Wood Mallesons
scooped up prize position, up from
second spot last year, while Mayer
Brown stepped down to second spot.
Linklaters stayed steady at third.

Latham & Watkins dropped to #16
from #13 the previous year, while Reed
Smith moved from sixth spot to #13
after losing double-digit staff late last
year — including six partners.

The Hong Kong domestic tables
were steadier. Deacons, Li & Partners
and Woo Kwan Lee & Lo once again
rounded out the top three spots, while
the rest of the submissions showed only
minor movements.

In Japan, among interna-
tional firms, Baker McKenzie and
Morrison & Foerster towered over the

L oML TOTL TOTAL A oML T TOTAL
RANK PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS RANK PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS
1 CYRILAMARCHAND MANGALDAS 130 620 750 " HADIPUTRANTO, HADINOTO & PARTNERS 2 105 134
| KHamaNgcD 131 497 645 ASSEGAF HAMZAH & PARTNERS
(RAJAH & TANN) 2 101 128
1| SHARDUL AMARCHAND MANGALDAS 118 476 594
1| LUBISGANE SUROWIDIOIO 7 107 115
“ AZB & PARTNERS 104 358 462
ALI BUDIARDIO, NUGROHO, REKSODIPUTRO
© 1| LAKSHMIKUMARAN & SRIDHARAN 106 291 397 (ABNR) 2 8 114
“ TRILEGAL 51 339 390 HANAFIAH PONGGAWA & PARTNERS
(DENTONS HPRP) L % 105
1. SAGAR ASSOCIATES % 208 333
L s ” 53 o ||| SSEKLEGALCONSULTANTS 1 61 75
© 1| LINKLEGALINDIA LAW SERVICES 30 13 203 HENARA AN AN NG I o 2
D e p 45 o1 ||| MAKARIMGTAIRAS. 10 39 51
L oeswaowaw 28 I 90 1| MOCHTARKARUMIN KOMAR 5 45 50
L st p 8 5 || SOEMADIPRADIAG TAHER 1" 3 46
| FoxmaNDaLGCO 36 120 156
C | oskuEeAL 2 130 150
|| SINGHEASSOCIATES 8 142 150
| wADIAGHANDY 5O 36 %8 134
ECONOMIC LAWS PRACTICE 49 74 123
HSA ADVOCATES % 80 106
“ OUR RESEARCH
1| VAISHASSOCITES 12 % 105 _ .
“ ANAND AND ANAND 2 68 o * Firms were contacted in Aug.ust and September
2019 and were asked to provide partner and lawyer
n PHOENIX L EGAL " 64 i numbers across their Asian offices as of October 1.
n MULLA&MULLA & CRAIGIE BLUNT §CAROE 11 65 7 « ‘Total No. of Lawyers' refers to the total number
n NISHITH DESAI ASSOCIATES 8 64 72 of partners, associates, counsel, consultants and
n DHIR & DHIR 1" 80 66 foreign counsel.
“ SINGHANIA G PARTNERS - 15 60 °In the.m.stanc'e where a firm dl.d not make a
submission, figures were obtained through our
© 0| MAIMUDAR PARTNERS 7 49 56 L
own research. ALB takes no responsibility for the
KRISHNAMURTHY &G0 8 4 5 accuracy of these figures.
| RAIANIASSOCIATES 1l % 37 - In the instance where two firms had the same
n CHADHA & CHADHA 10 25 35 number of total lawyers, the firm with the greater
n CLASIS LAW 9 2 30 number of partners was ranked hlgher
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competition when it came to head-
count. White & Case, Clifford Chance
and Linklaters were at the head of
the chasing pack.

Among domestic firms, Nishimura
& Asahi topped the list with Anderson
Mori & Tomotsune, Nagashima Ohno
& Tsunematsu and Mori Hamada &
Matsumoto behind it. With only 12
lawyers separating MHM and TMI
Associates at #5, there is a case for
Japan’s Big Four to be renamed as the
Big Five.

In Korea, the six largest firms
appear in three distinct clusters. Kim
& Chang s in a league of its own, with
a headcount of 1,000 likely soon, given
its current tally.

Then come Bae Kim & Lee and Lee
& Ko, each with more than 600 lawyers.
Below them are Shin & Kim, Yulchon
and Yoon & Yang, all within striking
distance of each other.

They are followed in order by Barun
Law, Jipyong, DR & Aju and Hwang
Mok Park.

In Singapore, the Big Four firms justi-
fied their nomenclature by taking the
leading spots in a combined interna-
tional and domestic table: Allen &
Gledhill was followed by Rajah & Tann,
WongPartnership and Drew & Napier,
with Dentons’ Singapore office sitting
just outside that group.

In India, Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas ranked first once again.

2019 TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL 2019 TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL

pank  FIRM PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS Rank  FIRM PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS
© 1 ZuDmsRAHMECO IO LAW) 60 105 165 C ncoRaLw 55 109 164
1| LEEHISHAMUDDIN ALLEN G GLEDHILL % 87 123 | 1| SYCPSALAZARHERNANDEZGGATMAITAN 43 7 122
T 18 6 116 || ROMULOMABANTA BUENAVENTURA 50 31 9
| SHEARNDELAMORE o 8 110 || CRUZMARCELO & TENEFRANCIA 2 54 H
|1 ADNANSUNDRAG LOW 32 3 98 1 VILLARAZAG ANGANGCO 1 4 63
"1 ZULRAFIOUE G PARTNERS 3% 51 8 ||| PUNOGPUNOLAWOFFICES i 45 59
RAHMAT LIM & PARTNERS 21 62 83 QUISUMBING TORRES 21 % 56
|| WONGEPARTNERS 13 8 82 * || PICAZOBUYCO TANFIDER 6 SANTOS 30 18 51
||| CHRISTOPHERGLEEONGRUIAHGTANN) 27 m 7 ||| SIGUONREYNAMONTECILLOGONGSIAKD 26 u 50
|| RAI, DARRYLLO 2 51 1 |0 CASTILLOLAMANTANPANTALEONGSANIOSE 22 % 50

2019 TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL 2019 TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL

pank  FIRM PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS Rank  FIRM PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS
C 0 ALENGGLEDHIL 146 244 392 © WEERAWONGCEP 12 100 1
C 0| RumETANN 141 185 3% 1| TILEKEGGIBBINS 2 8 109
1| WONGPARTNERSHIP 102 222 34 || BAKERMCKENZIELTD 61 3 9
|| OREWGNAPIER % " 209 || CHANDLERMHM 1 3 80
| DENTONSISINGAPORE) 89 % 193 1| SCLLAWGROP(SIAMCITY) 1 34 59
© || BAKERMCKENZIE WONG 5 LEOW 2 7 128 | RAHGTANNTHAILAND 13 I 56
SHOOK LIN & BOK 3 80 119 || HUNTON ANDREWS KURTH 5 2 2
© 1| WITHERS KHATTARWONG % 48 93 ||| WATSONFARLEY G WILLIAMS § 2 20
© || EVERSHEDSHARRY ELIAS 2 68 9 L 5 % 30
| cLIFFORD CHANCE 2 56 87 L ALLENGOVERY 3 2 2
0l | umKLATERS i 6 8
0| ALLENGOVERY 2 56 8
|| STEPHENSON HARWODD 19 0 86
© Ll | NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT 1 4 61
|| RHTLAW TAYLOR WESSING 2 2 58
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This year, the firm promoted 19
lawyers to its partnership, more than
40 percent of whom were female. And
while people-power is something the
firm has in spades, it is also strength-
ening in other areas. In 2019, its newly
launched legaltech startup incubator
chose its first cohort, while it also
established an educational programme
that targets legal and business profes-
sionals, offering access to the firm's
legal knowhow.

Khaitan & Co and Shardul
Amarchand Mangaldas took the next
two spots, consistent with last year's
numbers. AZB & Partners continued to
hang onto fourth spot, while Trilegal
moved up from seventh spot to fifth.
J Sagar Associates and L&L Partners
followed them.

In Indonesia, the top spots
underwent a minor reshuffling as
Hadiputranto, Hadinoto & Partners
moved up into top spot, while Assegaf
Hamzah & Partners (Rajah & Tann)

2019

TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL

Rank  FIRM PARTNERS  ASSOCIATES  LAWYERS
U viSONGASSOCIATES 13 7 84
2T 1 60 H
C | 1l 63 H
1| NTGPARTNERS 8 45 55
U | TLEKEg GBS 5 40 45
|| BAKERMCKENZE VIETNAM) 8 % 38
GLOBAL VIETNAM LAWYERS 8 1 38
1| RHTLAW TAYLOR WESSING VIETNAW 6 27 3
L o 5 1 2
L zcouw 4 1 19

moved into second. Lubis Ganie
Surowidjojo was in third place.
Malaysia also showed minimal
movement, with Zaid lbrahim & Co
(ZICO Law) retaining the top spot.
Similarly, Thailand, Vietnam and the
Philippines maintained steady positions

in 2019. While this year has proved a
testing year for those working in Asia,
headcounts and firms have remained
resilient. Where there are challenges,
many are also quick to spot opportuni-
ties, and with this comes a hunger for
new skills and headcount.
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